majority of the ≥50 group surveys were completed by men (50.3%).
For Consideration
After reviewing the 2012 Community Survey results, three items of concern have been raised
requiring further discussion: 1) taxes, 2) streets, and 3) delivery of information to the public.
1) Taxes
Survey the
respondents
identified
taxes Community
as the top problem
in the–City
with 29.9%
From
Nederland
2012
Survey
visit
the of citizens
rating this as a “major problem.” Below are the 2012 tax rates for municipalities and
Nederland City website for additional survey results
school districts in Jefferson County.
Municipality 2012 Tax Rate
Per $100 assessed valuation
Port Arthur
$0.792000
Port Neches
$0.678066
Groves
$0.646100
Beaumont
$0.640000
Bevil Oaks
$0.216005
Nederland

$0.591853

School District
2012 Tax Rate
Per $100 assessed valuation
Port Neches Groves ISD
$1.388070
Hamshire-Fannett ISD
$1.356000
Port Arthur ISD
$1.352600
Beaumont ISD
$1.315000
Hardin Jefferson ISD
$1.270000
Sabine Pass ISD
$1.140000
Nederland ISD
$1.105000

As indicated above, the City of Nederland has the lowest municipal tax rate in Jefferson
County (of the cities that offer a full range of services). In addition, Nederland ISD has
the lowest school district tax rate in Jefferson County. Unfortunately, the survey did not
include a question whether or not the survey respondent knew that the Nederland tax
rates were the lowest municipal and school district tax rates in the county.
Without knowing this, one must wonder whether the concern with taxes is not the tax rate
itself but rather than the level of services received for the taxes paid. Survey respondents
did not respond favorably to that question (only 43.2% of residents “strongly agreed” or
“agreed” that they received good value for taxes paid). In spite of 29.9% of survey
respondents rating taxes as the top problem in Nederland, 28.6% of survey respondents
indicated that the City should “raise taxes” to address budget challenges rather than
eliminate City services. Nonetheless, what the City leadership must do is ensure our
citizens know how the tax rate compares to other communities and understand that City
taxes are paid for fire, police, fire, streets, drainage, library, parks & recreation, and
general administration, not for the school district, water, wastewater, or solid waste
services. But more importantly, the City must continue to do a better job of improving
City services.
2) Streets
Staff anticipated the condition of City streets would be decried by survey respondents.
This is why over the past few years the City has significantly increased funding for street
repair and maintenance. Since 2008, the City has spent over $3.2M in street repairs and
improvements; funding projects such as the hot mix overlay of 27th Street, Gage Avenue,
North 12th Street, South 12th Street, Detroit Avenue, and Avenue H, the re-surfacing of
South 29th Street and Hillterrace Avenue, as well as street re-striping, concrete street
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